Folume: November 2008 P.O Box 335
Cebu City, 6000

Babdjao Tribal Mission i

Email:vercueil@yahoo.com
KoreanEmail:deborachoi0420@hanmail.net

“a great multitude that no one could number, from every nation, from all tribes and peoples and languages, standing before the throne and before the Lamb™ Rev 7:9

“Pastor you must come here tomorrow.  The city government Again the mayor did not attend the meeting. But during the meeting the
wants to destroy our church.™ This is the text message that 1 town council member and town administrator agreed to provide a
received on my cell phone on October 22. Because the church is relocation area for the Badjao families that are affected by the demolition
on the Leyte Island. I had to take the overnight that night boat 10 e w g s name s~ agmam of their houses.
get there the next morning. Mg R S = S5 But the church

Things happened rather fast from this point. I was able to meet % e AR Sy _ ' ‘v-'.:f' ; = “ will not be

the mayor briefly in the morning and we scheduled another
meeting in the afternoon. During our discussion our discussion we since it was built
were told that we had to make way for a project of the town of’ S _ . LS NS on public land.
Bato. They are changing the flow of the river and they are making o o Lot SERRRREE L Ui SR RV B The one good

a channel so that the river will flow right through the property
where our church is built.
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rebuilding of their houses. The problem with the church is that we need
to buy land now where the church can be located. A qualification for the
land is that it needs to be near the Badjao area. There is 500 m2

(about 5200 112) lot available at around $6000. We would appreciate your
prayers for this situation as well as the church that we need to rebuild now
and the land that we need to buy for the church.
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The first meeting wfth the Mayor in green, councilor in purple and the
church leaders

Not only our church but also 15 Badjao houses will be destroyed to
make room for this development. Because the mayor had another
schedule made arrangements to meet with in the next two days to
discuss the relocation of the church and the 15 houses. But on
Thursday when we went to the municipal hall to meet with the
mayor we learned that he was not there and that he went to another
town. We were told to come back on Monday the 26 to meet with
the mayor and the town counsel. So I went back that night by boat
and retuned back to Leyte on Sunday night. When we arrived at the
Municipal hall we learned that that the mayor was not there again.
After talking to the vice mayor we were invited to attend the town v
counsel meeting to present our case. After meeting with the town R A

counsel we were assured that the town counsel would set up a .. The forkcrane getting ready to demolish the fence and the church

meeting with the Mayor and give him the appropriate authority to f"ggim s ' and that we need to purehase«and the church in ueybe

make the necessary decisions that he need to make. I returned that " that we need to rebuild

night by boat back to Cebu City. On Tuesday morning I receiveda 2, p;-ay also for the church in Cebu that we need to rebuﬂd We need to
phone call from our Pastor that they have started to demolish the flnish the foundations before end of Fet ';‘,‘H ry 2009 before the hightides
fence around the church and started to dig the channel through the are mostly during the day, since the church wmbeﬁ“"t onﬂﬁ§§ea

church property. damaging the church. This was clearly in violation 3. wemi;gngggbglgg?hﬁmgysmmg mmmgﬁmm
of our agreement the previous day and shows the disregard the = this at this time.

general Filipinos have for the Badjao people. There was nothing 4. Please continue to pray for Q"U"Qhee- She is S'OW]V recovering. a“d
that I could do since the next boat only leave at night which I took. doing a bit better than the last few months..
Upon my arrival I was totally dismayed and discouraged when :

[ saw what they have done. [ learned that there was a meeting with God Bless

the mayor and the town council members in our community at 9 am. Pefrus and Chunghee | ercuei!




